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BACKGROUND
Since the 1995 BC Winter and BC Summer Games, the BC Games Society has charged an athlete fee to cover some of the costs associated with the transportation, accommodation, food, and special event opportunities that each athlete receives while at the Games.

In recognition of the economic barriers facing athletes’ families, the BC Games Society acknowledges that not every athlete and their family can afford to pay the participation fee. As such, the BC Games Society has allowed athletes an opportunity to request to waive the fee. This policy was implemented when the fee was introduced.

POLICY
To request the waiver of the athlete fee, an athlete, or an adult sponsor on their behalf (parent, guardian, coach), must submit their request to the Provincial Advisor for their sport. Any request to waive the athlete fee must be submitted to the BC Games Society by the Provincial Advisor.

The Provincial Advisor must provide their or their sport’s endorsement of the fee waiver request prior to the BC Games Society approving the request. The Provincial Advisor must submit the fee waiver request to the BC Games Society prior to the start of the BC Games for which the fee is requested to be waived.

The BC Games Society reserves the right to request a letter of support from a professional within the local community (professional in social work or family services, a school principal or counsellor, a senior recreation administrator, accountant, law enforcement officer, or a registered physician) who is familiar with the athlete’s family situation.

The BC Games Society will invoice the Provincial/Disability Sport Organization (PSO/DSO) for athlete fees covering all accredited athletes for the respective sport less the fee for the athlete whose fee was waived.

The PSO/DSO is responsible for collecting the required athlete fees; the BC Games Society does not directly invoice individual athletes. In addition to the BC Games athlete fee, the PSO/DSO may charge a sport-specific fee. This policy only applies to the BC Games athlete fee. The PSO/DSO is responsible for determining whether their fee will also be waived.
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